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bound to maintain the appointment, as soon as it ceases to
justify itself. I myself cannot be sure whether or not the
task is beyond my capacity until I have had closer aor
quaintance with it. If I find that I am not equal to it
I shall be the first to demand my recall. I have the
pluck to obey if your Majesty has the pluck to command/
Whereupon the King rejoined, ' Then we will try the
thing/

On May u, 1851, I arrived at Frankfort. Herr von
Rochow, with less ambition than love of ease, weary of
the climate and the exhausting Court life of St. Peters-
burg, would have preferred to keep permanently the Frank-
fort post, which satisfied all his wishes. He therefore
intrigued in Berlin to have me appointed envoy to Darm-
stadt, and accredited simultaneously to the Duke of Nassau
and the city of Frankfort; and perhaps would further
not have been indisposed to let me have the St. Peters-
burg post in exchange. He loved life on the Rhine,
and intercourse with the German courts. Nevertheless,
his exertions met with no success. On July 11 Herr von
Manteuffel wrote to me that the King had approved of my
appointment as envoy to the Federal Diet. ' Of course
it goes without saying,' wrote the minister, ' that we can-
not send away Herr von Rochow brusquely; I therefore
intend to write him a few lines about it to-day. I feel
certain of your acquiescence if I proceed in this matter
with all respect to the wishes of Herr von Rochow, to
whom I cannot but be thankful for undertaking this diffi-
cult and thankless mission, in contrast to many other
people who are always ready to criticise, but draw back
when it comes to action. I need not assure you that I

do not refer to you; for you at any rate have mounted
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